
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have 

a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and 

systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based 

fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that 

celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

 Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“COME & DINE” – The Long Journey Home – LENT/EASTER 2013 
 
Date:  February 24, 2013 
Title:  “And There Was War in Heaven”  
Text:  Genesis 3:15, 21; Revelation 12:1-17 
Theme: God’s preparation to secure a place for His people’s joy is achieved at great cost. 
 
Introduction:  
 
As someone who grew up in Wisconsin I have a personal affinity for the Green Bay Packers.  I 
always wish them success and victory.  In fact, if I could I would will them the Super Bowl.  
Yet there are 31 other teams and cities that would do the same.  Somewhere along the line 
there is going to be opposition and conflict.  It is the nature of the game we play.  I cannot 
think of any exception where victory or conquest is without struggle and resistance.  The very 
nature of the words victory and conquest tell us struggle exists.  This picture of conflict plays 
out on the grandest scale and stadium imaginable. 
 
The Story begins in a garden.  It is everything imaginable.  Every conceivable God-sourced 
pleasure is present.  Regrettably, we shunned the invitation and sought our own path.  It 
was/is a path leading us away from God.  Happily, God is a passionate lover who keeps 
promises.  He is the repudiated who receives the heartbreak of jilted love.  God had every 
right to withhold mercy and carry out the sentence of justice.  Because of our rebellion against 
Him, we were driven from the Garden of His presence.  Such would be this unhappy Story . . . 
but God.  In the midst of striking pain, God spoke a promise and then gave a picture.  Genesis 
3:15 speaks of this promise. 
 

And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall 
bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel. 

 
God wins, but there will be cost for the end to be secured.  This cost is illustrated in shadow.  It 
is pictured for us in Genesis 3:21. 
 

The LORD God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife, and clothed them. 

 
In order for the relationship between God and His people to be restored blood was shed and 
atonement was made.  The picture explains the promise.  In the bruising of the head, victory is 
secured.  In the bruising of the heel, blood is shed. 
 
In every way and at every turn the serpent’s seed seeks to stop the construction of another 
garden scene where God’s presence might dwell and where His people might enjoy Him 
forever.  The Seed Promise is relentlessly pursued by the serpent’s seed.  Consider the 
following elements making up the greater Story. 
 

• Cain murdered Abel (Gen. 4),  

• The daughter’s of men cohabitated with the sons of God (Gen. 6-9),  

• The attempt to replace God’s government with a centralized tower of Babel (Gen. 11),  



 

 

2 

• The lies of Abraham and Jacob,  

• The sin of Sodom and Gomorrah  

• Lot’s drunkenness and incest,  

• The sin cycles of unfaithfulness within the Book of Judges,  

• The sins of King David and his son Solomon,  

• The rise and reign of Jeroboam, the dispersion of the nation at the hands of the 
Assyrians,  

• The deportation of Judah to Babylon by the Babylonians,  

• The impurity and moral corruption of the returned exiles and a people unprepared for 
the fulfillment of the Seed Promise when fulfilled, 

• King Herod’s slaughter of innocent children (Matt. 2), and 

• The temptation of the Christ in the wilderness (Matt. 4). 
 
Even in our own day. 
 

• The holocaust of the Jewish people and continued animosity toward them by many in 
our world, 

• The amorality of sex outside of marriage, 

• The sanctioning of same-sex marriage,  

• And the slaughtering of unborn children. 
 
All of this reflects the rage of the serpent against the success of the woman’s seed.  All of this is 
Satan/sin’s assault against the Seed Promise and Blood Picture.  As a qualifier, I do not elevate 
the holocaust against the Jews to be morally different than that of the Armenians or the present 
genocide that takes place in other parts of the world, but all such evil is the fallout resulting 
from this core issue against the woman’s seed as he would come through the Jewish nation 
and the tribe of Judah and the family of David. 
 
Not only will God’s victory be secured but it will come through a price.  His heel will be 
crushed.  Isaiah 53:10 tells us “the LORD was pleased to crush Him.”  We will continue to 
unpack this truth as the Story unfolds.  Yet for our present study let us consider the following 
items as this tension is traced throughout the long journey home. 
 
What the Bible tells us is the overarching Story of LIFE.  It gives us the template for all of our 
circumstances.  It enables us to understand what is happening and why.  Everything in LIFE 
can be placed into the larger context of this Story.  Knowing the Story is knowing the picture on 
the outside of the puzzle box.  When we know the overarching Story, we then see over and 
over in the Bible the Story cycle repeated time and again through summary statements, events 
and illustrations.  We will see this in our studies during the LENT/EASTER SEASON.  Our 
present passage in Revelation 12 is one of those summary statements. 
 
The Story is a checked one with various twists and turns.  Yet each step within the Story is 
intentional.  Each foot is firmly placed within the Story.  The Book of Revelation gives us a 
snapshot of the entire Story and captures for the reader a summary of the whole.  It is not my 
intent to do a detailed study of the Book, but rather to hear the larger Story within the Story 
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that is voiced.  It is as if we are reading Cliffs Notes for the entire biblical narrative.  Listen to 
how the Book of Revelation captures this journey home. 
 

These will wage war against the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, because He is Lord of lords 
and King of kings, and those who are with Him are the called and chosen and faithful. (Rev. 17:14) 
 
And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war against Him who 
sat on the horse and against His army. (Rev. 19:19) 
 
and will come out to deceive the nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together for the war; the number of them is like the sand of the seashore. (Rev. 20:8) 

 
Even this cursory reading of the various passages sets a tone and tells the tale.  What was 
stated in Genesis 3:15 (And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel) is 
graphically illustrated in the Book of Revelation.  There is war.  A battle is fought for the 
fulfillment of God’s promise.  It is vicious and striking.   
 
What I want us to see is how the Bible continues to tell a single Story.  The larger Story is for 
God’s glory through our joy (did you hear what I just said?) and it is this simple Story that is 
retold time and again.  Revelation 12 provides for us one of those snapshots.  Revelation 12 is 
in a larger context and the chapter itself is in the shape of an hourglass. 
 

“12:1-14:20 This section functions as a prelude to the bowls-of-wrath sequence (15:1-
19:5). During a "time-out" from the progress of the narrative, it provides a midstream 
orientation to some characters and content that are crucial to understanding the second 
half of the Apocalypse.”1 

 
“Revelation 12 is said by some to be the most symbolic chapter in the most symbolic 
book in the New Testament. That may very well be true! Even though symbols are used 
to tell the prophetic story of Israel, the symbols are clear when interpreted by 
comparing Scripture with Scripture. Arnold Fruchtenbaum rightly tells us “that every 
symbol in the Revelation is explained either elsewhere in the Revelation itself or 
somewhere else in the Bible.’2 In this passage, as well as throughout the Book of 
Revelation, symbols represent literal, historical persons, places or things. John 
MacArthur says, “The literal approach to interpreting Scripture allows for normal use 
of symbolic language, but understands that it points to a literal reality.”3 We use 
symbols for athletic teams. The Bears beat the Lions, 35–21. It is understood that both 
teams had humans playing for their squads, but their team mascots are bears and lions. 
The same approach is used in many prophetic sections of both the Old and New 
Testaments where symbols are used of people and kingdoms.4 “The symbols used in 
this book are taken from the Scriptures themselves and thus do not allow arbitrary 
interpretations to be imposed upon them.”5 

 
This is the first of seven signs that John relates, and is described as a great sign (mega semeion).  
In Revelation chapters 12, 13, and 14 the main figures of the Great Tribulation are described, 
and this great sign introduces the first of the seven:6 
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�        The woman, representing Israel (Rev. 12:1) 
�        The dragon, representing Satan (Rev. 12:3) 
�        The man-child, referring to Jesus (Rev. 12:2) 
�        The angel Michael, head of the angelic host 
�        The offspring of the woman, representing Gentiles who come to faith in the Tribulation 
�        The beast out of the sea, representing the antichrist (Rev. 13:13) 
�        The beast out of the earth, representing the false prophet who promotes the antichrist 
 
Outline: 
 

• The Woman Described (v. 1, 2)  

o Attack 1 (v. 3, 4a)  
� Attack 2 (v. 4b, 5)  

� Attack 3 (v. 6)  

� War in Heaven (v. 7, 8)  
� Satan Cast to Earth (v. 9)  

� Victory of Christ (v. 10)  
� Victory of His People (v. 11)  

� Satan Cast to Earth (v. 12, 13a)  
� War on Earth (v. 13b)  

� Attack 3 (v. 14)  
� Attack 4 (v. 15, 16)  

o Attack 5 (v. 17a)  

• The Remnant Described (v. 17b)  

http://www.baruchhashemadonai.org/chiasm_revelation_12_the_center.htm  

 
“Rev. 12:1–17 Two signs in heaven—a woman who gives birth, and a dragon intent on 
destroying her offspring—dominate the two visions in this chapter. Twice John sees the 
dragon decisively defeated, and both descriptions of the battle’s aftermath describe the 
woman’s protection in the wilderness (vv. 6, 13–17). The first vision (vv. 1–6) portrays a 
decisive battle at the turning point of history when Christ’s incarnation, obedience, 
sacrifice, and exaltation forever disqualified Satan as the accuser of believers (see v. 10). 
Some interpreters think the second vision (vv. 7–17) also represents the same series of 
events, while others think it portrays events at the beginning of the great tribulation.”7 

 
The focal point is the victory of God and His people.  Friends, God wins and we follow in His 
wake.  For our sake we will approach the text in outline form. 
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Outline: 
 

I. The players in the Story 
 
“Rev. 12:1–6 The Woman’s Son Defeats the Dragon. Christ, the promised son of Israel and of 
Eve, though apparently a defenseless newborn before the mighty dragon, has been caught up 
to reign with God.”8 
 

A. The woman is Israel (vv. 1, 6) 
 
“This is why a correct understanding of who the woman in Revelation 12 represents is a 
watershed issue for understanding Revelation as a whole.”9 
 

B. The child is Jesus (vv. 2, 5) 
 

C. The great red dragon is the devil (vv. 3, 4, 12, 13) 
 
“The title ‘Devil’ is from the Greek diabolos, from the verb diaballo, which has the meaning of 
‘defaming’ or ‘slandering.’  He is the master accuser of the brethren.” 
 

D. The children are believers (v. 17) 
 

II. The persecution by the great red dragon (vv. 7-9, 13, 15, 17) 
 
“Rev. 12:7–17 Michael and Heaven’s Armies Defeat the Dragon. The second of the two visions 
of vv. 1–17 reveals more detail about Christ’s victory and the dragon’s ongoing attempt to 
destroy the people of God.”10 
 

A. He persecutes the child (v. 4) 
 
His desire is for the destruction of the child.  The word devour in Revelation 12:4 has a prefix 
where the word used in Hebrews 10:27 for God devouring His adversaries is without the 
prefix.  1 Peter 5:8 uses a different word meaning “to drink down.” 
 

8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour. 9 But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering 
are being accomplished by your brethren who are in the world. (1 Pet. 5:8, 9) 

 
B. He persecutes the woman’s children (vv. 10, 11, 17) 

 
C. He persecutes the earth (v. 12) 

 
D. He persecutes the woman (vv. 13, 15, 17) 
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III. The plan of God (vv. 5-7) 
 

A. The child shall rule (v. 5) 
 

8 Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your 
possession. 9 You shall break them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware. (Ps. 2:8, 9) 

 
Revelation 2:26, 27 give this idea to His people. 
 

26 He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY 
OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF 
THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father; 28 and I will 
give him the morning star. 29 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.  (Rev. 
2:26-29) 

 
A male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron: Clearly, this refers to Jesus 
Christ, the Messiah.  He rules the world with a rod of iron (Psalm 2 and Revelation 19:15). 

  
She bore a male Child refers to Jesus’ birth.  Rule all nations with a rod of iron refers to the 
triumphant return of Jesus.  By stating the “bookends” of Jesus’ earthly work, John alludes to 
all that stands in between. 

  
“After a conflict with the Prince of this world, who came and tried Him, but found nothing in 
Him, the Son of the woman was taken up to heaven and sat on the right hand of God.  Words 
can hardly be plainer than these.” (Alford) 
 

i. He is/will win (v. 10) 
 

ii. His people will persevere (v. 11) 
 

B. The dragon shall rage (v. 7) 
 

“Rev. 12:8–9 The victory of Michael and the holy angels over the dragon and its 
coconspirators may symbolize the triumphant power of Jesus’ cross (cf. Col. 2:15), or a 
subsequent defeat of demonic forces flowing from Christ’s victory at the cross, or the 
original casting of Satan and his demons out of heaven (see note on Rev. 12:4). The devil 
(Gk.) and Satan (Hb.) describe a legal opponent, an accuser at law (see note on vv. 10–
11). Many futurists think he was thrown down to the earth indicates intensified 
demonic activity on earth during the great tribulation. 
 
Rev. 12:10–11 The dragon’s expulsion from heaven shows that Satan cannot press 
charges as the accuser of our brothers because the Lamb shed his blood for them and 
they maintain their testimony of trust even unto death. Although “conquered” by the 
beast physically in death (11:7; 13:7), in fact the martyrs have conquered both the beast 
(15:2) and the dragon that empowers it. They have conquered him is set in ironic and 
beautiful contrast to 13:7.”11 
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i. He is/will be defeated (vv. 8, 9) 

 
C. The woman shall have respite (vv. 6, 14) 

 
Our text uses the word “prepare.”  This is a word we are becoming comfortable with.  God has 
done all of the necessary preparation for our designed joy in Him.  Let us once again explore 
this word. 
 

Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I have prepared my 
dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the marriage. (Matt. 22:4) 
 
Then saith he to his servants, The wedding is ready, but they which were bidden were not worthy. (Matt. 
22:8) 
 
And sent his servant at supper time to say to them that were bidden, Come; for all things are now ready. 
(Luke 14:17) 

 
Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: (Matt. 25:34) 
 
Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his angels: (Matt. 25:41) 
 
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 
where I am, there ye may be also. (John 14:2, 3) 
 
But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love him. (1 Cor. 2:9) 
 
But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called 
their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. (Heb. 11:16) 
 
And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. (Rev. 21:2, KJV) 

 
This word is also used of a servant’s preparation where we believe the promise.  Here, 
however, we can clearly see how God has prepared a place where He would dwell with His 
people and they would be with Him and their joy would be filled. 
 
Revelation 12:10, 11 already assure us of God’s victory.  Yet Genesis 3:15, 21 call us to a life of 
faith since we believe the promise yet do not see the end.  Without having the entire record 
there is considerable suspense and sharp drama.    It is premature to race to the end and 
perhaps such literary leapfrogging does an injustice to the drama of the entire Story, but let up 
peek for a moment as to how this conflict is resolved.  Revelation 12:10 and 11 tells us as much. 
 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled 
away, and no place was found for them. 12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead 
were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. 13 And the sea 
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gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they 
were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the 
book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev. 20:11-15) 

 
From this deafening drama an unveiling takes place.  From death comes life; let us witness the 
birth of the best. 
 

1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there 
is no longer any sea. 2 And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, 
"Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His 
people, and God Himself will be among them, 4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and 
there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things 
have passed away." (Rev. 21:1-4) 

 
It is for this reason the Bible speaks of His people being bought with a price. 
 

Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. (Acts 20:28) 
 
For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. (1 Cor. 6:20) 
 
You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of men. (1 Cor. 7:23) 
 
and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He entered the holy place 
once for all, having obtained eternal redemption. (Heb. 9:12) 
 
18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of 
life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, 

the blood of Christ. (1 Pet. 1:18, 19) 
 
9 And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and 

nation. (Rev. 5:9) 

 
The Story of God is marked by victory and conquest.  There is opposition and resistance, but 
God does win. 
 
Why is God going to such great lengths to rescue us from ourselves?  Why is He willing to 
redeem us from sin’s debt and to adopt us into His family once more?  Why is He willing to 
crush His Son? 
 
History is marked by those who sacrificed their lives for the freedom and liberty of others.  It 
is often said “freedom is not free.” 
 

"Freedom isn't free", "freedom is not free", or "freedom ain't free" is a popular 
American idiom, used widely in the United States to express gratitude to the military 
for defending personal freedoms.  "Freedom Is Not Free" was first coined by retired U.S. 
Air Force Colonel, Walter Hitchcock, of New Mexico Military Institute. The idiom 
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expresses gratitude for the service of members of the military, implicitly stating that the 
freedoms enjoyed by many citizens in many democracies are only possible through the 
voluntary risks taken and sacrifices made by those in military. The saying is often used 
to convey respect specifically to those who gave their lives in defense of freedom. 
"Freedom Is Not Free" is engraved into one wall at the Korean War Veterans Memorial, 
Washington, D.C..12 

 
To give freedom without cost cheapens freedom and in the end is not freedom.  Unredeemed 

freedom is not freedom.  For freedom to exist a price is paid.  There is a cost.  The greatest 
example of this is Calvary where Jesus Christ offered up Himself for the sins of His people 
(Rom. 5:1-10). 
 
God created a lavish overflowing world and He created us with the capacity to enjoy this 
world as a means of enjoying Him.  When the opportunity came, we rejected God.  We threw 
Him off and went in pursuit of empty cisterns and shadow pleasures.  Friend, the depth of our 
wickedness is unknowable, but it is a vile thing that will pay its own price in hell’s fires.  But 
God . . . God is always pursuing us for our joy for He knows how He designed us and our joy 
is complete in Him. 
 
Although God’s Story is predetermined and without drama or suspense within the eternal 
counsel of the Godhead, in time it is traumatic.  With supernatural confrontation and supra-
human opposition the Story plods faithfully forward toward its fixed end.  God relentlessly 
pursues the setting up of an earthly sanctuary whereby He will dwell among His people and 
they will enjoy His presence forever.  God relentless prepares each part as the table is set and 
the invitation extended.  Listen carefully to the Spirit’s voice and you will hear the ever 
increasing rise in volume and energy, “Come and dine.” 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 

1. Do you understand that you are born in opposition to God?  If we say it bluntly, you 
hate God and fight against Him. 

2. Are you willing to surrender yourself to God and follow Him? 
3. Let us accept the truth that there is an enemy who hates God and seeks His demise. 
4. Let us embrace the truth that God has won, is winning and will win.  Let us order our 

lives accordingly. 
5. “COME” MY FRIENDS AND “DINE” 
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